Introduction-Patients attending a clinic for sexually transmitted diseases (STD) in general have engaged in at risk sexual behaviour. Therefore they are at increased risk of acquiring HIV through sexual contact.
Objective-To determine the HIV prevalence among patients attending a STD clinic in Amsterdam. Methods-An anonymous cross sectional study was conducted in two 5-week periods in Spring and Autumn 1991. Results-Of the 2362 patients attending the clinic during the study period, 2292 (97%) consented to participate; of these, 2138 (93%) were interviewed and anonymously tested, while 154 (7%) consented to be interviewed but refused HIV antibody testing. The HIV prevalence was 4.2% (9012138); 93% of seropositive participants reported homosexual contacts andlor intravenous use of drugs (IVDU). HIV prevalence among heterosexual non-IVDU men was 0.5% and among non-IVDU women 0.1%. Among all heterosexually active participants, including IVDU and bisexual men, the HIV prevalence was 1.5%. The 28 of 90 HIV infected participants that were heterosexually active reported together approximately 135 heterosexual partners in the six months preceding the study; 13 of these 28 heterosexually active participants had a STD diagnosed at their present clinic visit, while four (30%) of them already knew they were HIV infected. Conclusions-From these data we conclude that there is a substantial risk of further transmission of HIV through heterosexual contact. In order to try to reduce this potential for further sexual transmission of (table 4) . The minimum and maximum number of reported sexual partners was estimated by adding up the products of the number of respondents within each category and the minimum and maximum of this category respectively.
Among 62 HIV infected men who were exclusively homosexual, 51 (84%) reported more than one sexual partner in the six months preceding the study; these 62 HIV infected men together had sexual contact with between 280 and 350 partners in the last 6 months. In 21 of the 62 men one or more STD was diagnosed: three cases of syphilis, 15 cases of gonorrhoea, two cases of primary genital herpes, two cases of genital chlamydia and one case with a first episode of genital warts.
Recent heterosexual partners were reported by 28 of 90 HIV infected participants: 15 men and 13 women. These 28 HIV seropositive participants include bisexual men and IVDU: together they reported between 120 and 150 heterosexual partners in the six months preceding the study, while three men and eight women in this group reported commercial sexual partners in this period. The inconsistent use of condoms is illustrated by the number of STD diagnosed in 13 of these 28 participants: three cases of syphilisamong them two cases of early syphilis-, six cases of gonorrhoea, two cases of primary genital herpes, three cases of genital chlamydia and two cases of trichomoniasis. Of these 13 STD patients, none of seven men had been tested previously; four of the six women already knew they were seropositive. Among exclusively homosexual men as well as among heterosexually active participants the prevalence of STD and the number of reported sexual partners did not differ significantly between seropositive participants who already knew they were HIV infected from previous HIV tests and those who had tested negative or were never tested previously.
Among the six participants who are assumed to be HIV infected through heterosexual contact, two of the five men reported commercial sexual contacts. The only woman infected through heterosexual contact has been active as a prostitute and reported 5-10 clients in the six months preceding the study. In four of these six heterosexually infected participants two cases of syphilis-including one case of early syphilis-, one case of gonorrhoea and one case of chlamydia were diagnosed ( 
